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A COMPLEX OF TASKS FOR IMPROVING THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE SKILLS OF
STUDENTS OF NON-LINGUISTIC SPECIALTIES USING THE HOT POTATOES
PROGRAM

Annotation. The use of information technology makes it possible to increase interest in
English, reduce the laboriousness of the process of compiling test papers, and ensure the objectivity
of knowledge assessment. The article discusses the use of information and communication
technologies in teaching a foreign language. In particular, the Hot Potatoes 6program was used. It
helped to ensure the transition from the mechanical assimilation of knowledge to mastering the
ability to independently acquire new knowledge. As a result of the analysis, computer technologies
contributed to the disclosure, preservation and development of the personal qualities of the trainees.
It was also noted that students showed great interest in the topic when they used ICT tools in the
lesson. The results of the testing confirmed the effectiveness of the tasks developed with the help of
the Hot Potatoes program and the expediency of their use at the initial stage of the faculties of non-
linguistic specialties.

Keywords: information and communication technologies; methodology; Hot Potatoes;
education; assimilation of the material; English language; game content; innovative technologies;
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Introduction

Using the Hot Potatoes program, 10 types of exercises and tests were created in the
discipline «Information and Communication Technologies» using text, graphics, audio and video
information [1].

A feature of this program is that the created assignments are saved in a standard web page
format: students only need a web browser (for example, Internet Explorer) to use them.

Students don't need Hot Potatoes, only teachers need it to create and edit exercises.

The program is widely used all over the world to create assignments for studying any
discipline.

Hot Potatoes includes 5 blocks of programs for compiling tasks and tests of various types.
Each block can be used as a standalone program.

All exercises are performed in self-control mode (testing mode is provided only for
questions with multiple choice answers). The result of the assignments is estimated as a percentage.
Failed attempts result in a lower grade.

This version of the program also contains an additional block The Masher (Tools), which
allows you to combine created tasks and other educational materials into thematic blocks, lessons
and training courses.

So, Hot Potatoes includes five programs for compiling assignments and tests. Regardless of
which program is used, creating an assignment or test consists of the following steps:

- text data entry, questions and answers
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- setting up the configuration of the created task or test
- saving the project for later modification
- Saving the task as an HTML page
Created assignments and tests can be printed out, as well as combined into blocks and
lessons.
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Materials and methods of research

With the help of JQuiz, a block of the Hot Potatoes program, test tasks were compiled on the
topics covered [2].

If the student does not fit in the time allotted for the exercise, the exercise is loaded again
and performed again.

The created tasks and tests were combined into blocks, lessons and a series of lessons using
The Masher program, which is part of Hot Potatoes.

The development of this module helped in the study of the material on the discipline
"Information and Communication Technologies".

Students enrolled in the Al level program, after listening and reading the dialogues, performed
some language exercises in order to eliminate errors in the construction of the statement, having
previously familiarized themselves with the theoretical material by clicking on the “Next” button.
Students used additional reference materials, which they turned to when they had difficulties.

In parallel with the students studying at the Al level program, the students studying at the
A2 level program performed more complex exercises, preparing statements based on visual
material.

If they felt unsure about the correctness of the lexical formulation of statements, they used
the lexical support contained in the VVocabulary support resource.

Matching questions are a very popular type of question. An example of this type of question
is a question of the form: «Make a match between sets of words» [3].

The same type of questions allows you to specify the order of words, phrases or actions.

For example, a question might look like: "Install the following words in alphabetical order:
Software, Hardware, File, Keyboard."

Assignments can be submitted in three formats:

- establishing correspondences by moving elements with the mouse;
- selection of the matching option from the drop-down list;
- cards for memorizing correspondences.

This type of task was developed in the JMatch program.

Questions with answers are filled in the program window (Fig.1).

IMatch: C\saowka Ha ur mse 2016-2018\d cemectp saomka anrn s\gna gunnoma 201, | o || =) ][]

daiin  Pegaktwposate Boaewte  ¥npaenenwe cnnckom  BeiBop  Momows

pecHEHCER Y : i d o | B | 2

MM ‘ Software and Hardware

Cneea no nopaaky Cnpaea NnpoH3BONBHO MeTka |

- 1 ‘1024megabyles - ‘Glgaby‘te(@ﬁ} &
= s s

An operating system designed < | DOS
for early IBM-compatible PCs -

%]

Avideo display terminal “ | Monitor

Computer programs; also = | Software

called applications

Aset of data that is storedin = |File

the computer

| k| W

77
ObbivHO:

KoHndurypauus: english.cfg

Figure 1 - Questions and answers

15



e@%‘é& BKY Xa6apuubicbl

BectHuk 3KY " 2(86)-2022

Figure 2 shows an example of the organization of theoretical material for mastering the
definitions from the topic "Software and Hardware":

Index | ==

Software and Hardware

Matching exercise

Match the items on the right to the items on the left.

Check |

1024 megabytes 7 v
An operating system designed for early IBM-compatible PCs | 777 v
A video display termina 77 v
Computer programs; also called applications 77 v
A set of data that is stored in the computer File

Check |
Index | ==

Figure 2 - Compliance task

Also, the matching option can be selected from the drop-down list (fig.3).

Index | ==

Software and Hardware

Matching exercise

Match the items on the right to the items on the left.

Check |

1024 megabytes 7 v
An operating system designed for early IBM-compatible PCs | 777 v
A video display termina 7 v
Computer programs; also called applications 7 v
A set of data that is stored in the computer [ 777 v
DOS
Check | File
- _________ Software e
Gigabyte (GB)

Figure 3 - Selecting an answer from a drop-down list
16



BKY Xa6apuubicbl
BectHuk 3KY

| 2(86) - 2022

Also, the text was included in the exercises, on the basis of the content of which the task was
prepared (fig.4). On the screen, the text was placed next to the task.
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Figure 4 - Definition by text

Thus, the Hot Potatoes program helped to independently create interactive tasks and tests for
the control and self-control of students without knowledge of programming languages and the
involvement of programming specialists [4].

Research results

In order to test the effectiveness of the use of information and communication technologies
in foreign language classes for the first year of non-linguistic faculties, experimental training was
carried out. In the classroom, an interactive whiteboard was used with the use of multimedia
presentations and the Internet, video and audio devices, training programs, in particular Hot
Potatoes, business games related to future professional activities and other learning tools were held.
In the course of experimental work, methods and methods of teaching, electronic textbooks, training
programs and programs for testing students' knowledge, more effective forms of organizing the
educational process were tested.

Experimental training was carried out on the basis of economic, legal, historical,
pedagogical, philological faculties of the Karaganda State University named after academician E.A.
Buketov. In total, 210 first-year students took part in the experimental training.

The purpose of the experiential learning was to test the Hot Potatoes tool shell program, the
introduction of multimedia presentations on the topics under consideration among first-year
students of non-linguistic faculties.

As a result of the electronic testing, it was found that out of 210 first-year students, 48%
speak English at the Al level, 52% - at the A2 level in accordance with the assessment criteria for
the Common European Competences system.

Thus, 48% of first-year students speak a foreign language at a level below the basic one,
determined by the program for graduates of general education institutions (A2-B1).

The results of the analysis of answers to the questionnaire showed that, in general, students
find it difficult to form their statements grammatically correct (78% of students), the adequate use
of tense forms of the verb is especially difficult. Insufficient development of vocabulary was noted
by 67% of students, which does not allow them to provide the required information. Lack of
vocabulary and insufficient knowledge of English grammar affect the process of understanding
information when reading texts (76%). Students experience particular difficulties in the perception
of English speech by ear (89%), since practically no attention was paid to teaching this aspect of
speech in a general education school.

The development of information and communication technologies, their introduction into
the educational process has highlighted the problems of their use in the educational process and in
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particular in teaching English. The teachers of our university are currently working on the problem
of creating an electronic complex in their disciplines [5].

In the classroom for students of non-linguistic faculties, the computer as a new technical tool
begins to be actively used in more and more new areas of language teaching, changing its functions
depending on the goals, objectives, stage of learning, etc.

Based on the results of the survey, we come to the following conclusions:

Most of the respondents are familiar with various types of ICT;

The lesson will be most successful if the teacher will use presentations and an interactive
whiteboard, work individually with students;

The teacher should recommend to students in their independent work and for self-development
to use multimedia training programs, electronic textbooks, web blogs for self-presentation, online
tests for self-control,

The teacher can use the forum in his work as a means of live interactive communication
with students, as a way to find out shortcomings in his own work and to help students in preparing
for subsequent classes.

We also came to the conclusion about the low level of manifestation of indicators of the
rationality of the educational actions of students and the teaching actions of the teacher in
traditional teaching. That is why, in order to rationalize the educational process, two-level tasks
were developed using the Hot Potatoes program, taking into account the data obtained at the
ascertaining stage, and during the formative stage of experimental training, we tested them.

The formative stage of experimental training was carried out at the economic, legal, and
historical faculties. Approbation of two-level tasks using the Hot Potatoes program was carried out
in 10 groups (10-15 students in each group).

At the formative stage of experimental training, we diagnosed its linguodidactic potential as
a means of rational methodology and rapid student assessment.

Experimental training was carried out in the conditions of a real educational process, which
allowed us to fully manage the organization of educational activities, plan study time, distribute
educational material for classroom and independent work of students, adjust the learning process
based on constant monitoring of learning outcomes, etc. [6].

In the course of experimental and experimental training at the formative stage, students
mastered the material presented in the assignments of the Hot Potatoes program.

Self-performing electronic exercises were checked automatically, providing fast and
accurate control of the results.

The ability to repeatedly perform electronic exercises made it possible to achieve a high
level of mastery of the material. After the theoretical material, there was a test run on the page (tests
are performed in self-learning mode).

It was noticed that students studying in the A2 program accessed the resources of the Al
program and completed some tasks. Also, during the development of each module, students were
offered reading texts with interactive tasks to test reading comprehension.

During the experimental training, the system that recorded the results of training acted as a
feedback. The route chosen by the student in case of obtaining unsatisfactory results was performed
repeatedly, and reference and explanatory materials were also used [7].

Thus, conducting experimental training with the help of the Hot Potatoes program, we came
to the conclusion that it is expedient to use it. It contains the necessary information and training
resource: reference material, a set of language exercises with clearly formulated settings that
provide training of lexical and grammatical material, speech material with communicative tasks for
teaching all types of speech activity (listening, reading, speaking, writing), a set of tests for each
module with the technical capabilities of determining educational achievements [8]. These factors
ensured the functioning of electronic tasks in the mode of independent work. Also, in the process of
using the program, attention was paid to the manifestation of indicators of a rational methodology.
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A high level of their representation was noted: objective self-control and reflection became more
active, there was an increase in cognitive activity in mastering a foreign language. The conditions
created for the rational use of classroom time, varying the sequence of teaching actions increased
the productivity of teaching a foreign language to students, which was revealed at the final stage of
experimental learning.

The formative stage of experimental training pursued the following tasks:

- assessment of the level of formation of knowledge in a foreign language of students
studying on the assignments of the Hot Potatoes program;

- conducting computer testing using the DIALANG diagnostic system;

- conducting a final survey of students in order to assess the effectiveness of studying the
course in electronic form.

The results of testing the final experimental training were as follows:

- 47% of students (beginner level A1) improved their knowledge of the material to level A2;

- out of 52% of students who had knowledge at the A2 level, 36% improved the quality of
their language training to the A2 level, 16% - to the B1 level.

The level of foreign language proficiency of students after experiential learning allows us to
make a reasonable conclusion about the effectiveness of using the Hot Potatoes program for
students of non-linguistic faculties.

In conversations conducted after experimental training, students especially noted ease of
navigation, quick access to information (mainly to the theoretical part for repeating the rules for
using the studied grammatical structure), immediate receipt of the results of exercises and tests, the
ability to select available material for mastery (Program Al, Program A2), information, resource
and methodological support for independent work, that is, the ability to realize the student's
educational autonomy in the process of self-learning [9].

The content of two-level tasks allows students to acquire knowledge at the Bl level if
students set themselves higher goals and objectives (16% of students have reached the B1 language
level).

The results of the testing at the final stage of experimental training confirmed the
effectiveness of the developed multi-level tasks using the Hot Potatoes program and the expediency
of their use at the initial stage of non-linguistic specialties faculties.

It was also noted that saving the results of performing current and control tests, exercises
and tasks throughout the entire course of study makes it possible to trace the dynamics of the
formation and development of the student's language and speech knowledge, timely adjust learning
strategies and help the student choose the most effective learning strategy for him, then there is to
adjust the group learning trajectory and the individual self-learning trajectory.

Conclusions

Thus, in the course of practical activities, the hypothesis put forward before the start of the

study was confirmed: the introduction of information and communication technologies

increases the level of subject training of students [10].

Analyzing the obtained results, we come to the conclusion that the use of ICT allows:

» make the learning process more interesting, bright, exciting;

» effectively solve the problem of visualization of education;

« individualize the learning process;

* improve self-control skills;

« to intensify the educational and research activities of students;

* organize the study of new material in the classroom based on the activity approach;

« use level differentiation in the lesson (under the conditions of this technology, the student

has the right to choose the content of his education, the level of assimilation);

* increase the efficiency of the lesson;

* increase students' motivation in learning a foreign language.
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The practice of using information technology confirms the theoretical assumptions that ICTs
contribute to
» formation of communication skills;
 development of the ability to foresee the consequences of decisions and draw the right
conclusions;
* readiness for independent work.
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Iyasruna-Tapamyk A.C., TypasioexoBa K.M.

«HOT POTATOES» BAFJIAPJIAMACHI MAMJIAJTAHFAH TLIJIIK EMEC
MAMAH/BIKTAPABIH CTYAEHTTEPIHIH IHET TIJIIH BIJIIMIH XXETUJLIIPY
BOMBIHIIA TATICBIPMAJIAP KELIEHI

AHaaTna.  AKMapaTThlK — TEXHOJIOTHUSUIAPABI  KOJJAHY  aFbUINIBIH  TUTIHE  JereH
KBI3BIFYIIBUTBIKTEI  apTTBIPYFa, TECT TalChIpMallapblH KYPacThIPY TPOIECIHIH aybIPTIAIBIFEIH
azaiiTyra, OUTiMIil OaranayaslH OOBEKTHBTUIINH KaMTaMackl3 €Tyre MYMKIHAIK Oepeni. Makanana
IIeT TUTIH OKBITYJa aKMapaTThIK-KOMMYHUKAIMSITBIK TEXHOJIOTHSIIAPIBI KOJJaHy KapacThIPbUIFaH.
ATtan auT

KaHna, «HotPotatoes» Garmapmamackl KonmaHbeuigbl. On OUTIMII MEXaHUKAJIBIK UTepyleH
KaHa OumTiMIi e30eTiHIIe MeHrepy KaOuleTiHe KellyJi KaMmTamachl3 eTyre KemekrecTi. Tammay
HOTHXKECIHJIE KOMITBIOTEPIIIK TEXHOJIOTHSIIAD THIHAAYIIBLUIAPIBIH TYJIFAIBIK KACUETTEpPiH aIryra,
cakTayra oHe HambITyra bIKnan erri. Conpaii-ak, okymsutiapablH AKT  kypammapei cabakra
naiijanaHFaH Ke3/1e TaKbIPBITKA YIKEH KbI3bIFYIIBUIBIK TAHBITKAHBI AUTHUIBL. TecTiiey HOTIKenepi
«Hot Potatoes» OarmapiaMachbiHBIH KOMETIMEH O3IpJICHTeH TarcChlpMaiapblH TUIMAUIITIH KOHE
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Iyasruna-Tapamyk A.C., Typasioexosa K.M.

KOMILIEKC 3AJIAHUI IO COBEPHIEHCTBOBAHUIO HHOSI3BIYHBIX
YMEHMHA CTYJAEHTOB HEA3BIKOBBIX CHEIIMAJIBHOCTEMH C
NCIIOJIb30BAHUEM ITPOI'PAMMBI «<HOT POTATOES»

AHHoTanmsa. Vcnonb3oBaHne WH(POPMALMOHHBIX TEXHOJOTHI IO3BOJIIET TOBBICUTH
MHTEpEC K aHTJIMHCKOMY SI3BIKY, CHU3UTh TPYIOEMKOCTh IPOLIECCa COCTABICHUS TECTOBBIX padoT,
o0ecrieynTh OOBEKTUBHOCTh OLEHKM 3HaHMHA. B crathe paccmarpuBaercsi IpUMEHEHHE
MH(POPMAIIMOHHO-KOMMYHUKAIIMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTUH B OOY4YeHHMH WHOCTPAaHHOMY S3BIKY. B
4acTHOCTH OblIa HcIoJsib30BaHa mporpamma Hot Potatoes. Ona momoria obecneyuTs nepexos oT
MEXaHHMUYECKOTO YCBOCHHs 3HAHUI K OBJIQJICHUIO YMEHHEM CaMOCTOSTENIbHO MPHUOOpETaTh HOBBIE
3HaHUs. B pe3ynpTare NPOBEICHHOTO aHalW3a KOMIBIOTEPHBIE TEXHOJOIMH CIOCOOCTBOBAIU
PAaCKpBITUIO, COXPAaHEHHMI0O M pa3BUTHIO JIMYHOCTHBIX KauyecTB OOy4aeMbIX. A Takxke ObLIO
3aMEYEHO, YTO CTYJCHTHI MPOSBISUIA OOJIBIION MHTEpEC K TeMe, KOT/la MCIIOJIb30BAIM Ha YpPOKe
cpeacta HWKT. Pe3ynbraTsl NpOBENEHHOTO TECTHPOBAHUS TMOATBEPAWIH 3PPEKTUBHOCTD
pa3paboTaHHBIX 3aJaHUil ¢ ToMoInbl0 mporpammbel Hot Potatoes u menecooOpa3HOCTH HX
UCIIOJIb30BAaHUS HA HAUAJIBHOM JTare (aKyIbTeTOB HEA3BIKOBBIX CHEIIMATbHOCTEH.

KarwueBble cjioBa: mHGOPMAIMOHHO-KOMMYHUKAIIMOHHBIE TEXHOJIOTUH, MeToauka, Hot
Potatoes; oOpa3oBaHue; ycBOeHHE MaTepuala, aHTJIUHCKHHA  S3bIK, WIPOBOW  KOHTEHT;
HMHHOBAIIMOHHBIC TEXHOJIOTUH, 06y11a}0umec51.
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