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HISTORY OF THE KATYN TRAGEDY

Annotation. There are many political issues that take place in the history of the
Second World War, one of which is the Katyn tragedy. It went down in history as one
of the mass killings of the 20th century.In this regard, the article tells the story of the
terrible Katyn incident involving the Polish military, which took place at the beginning
of the Second World War. The article analyzes the history of the incident and the
positions of states related to it, the historical features and significance of the Katyn
massacre. The novelty of the article is to analyze the versions related to the history of
Katyn based on scientific research.
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Introduction

Katyn is the collective name of the Polish national tragedy that massacred poles in
various regions of the USSR inhabited by Poles in the spring of 1940. The exact number
of victims is unknown, it is said that from about 16 to 40 thousand people. It was in the
Katyn forest that a large group of the Polish military elite was destroyed in 1940.

In Russia and Poland, this issue was perceived differently, not because of the fact,
but mostly due to the presentation of this fact, as a case of the complex history of
relations between Poland and Russia, as well as the complex history "taken out of
context™ in the first half of the 20th century, or part of the formation of Poland as a
sovereign state and It was manifested as the existence of an irreversible rivalry between
Russia / USSR and Germany.

In Russia and Poland, the different perception of this issue is largely due not to the
fact of what happened, but to the reflection of this fact - as one of the cases of the
complex history of relations between Poland and Russia, as well as the complex history
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"taken out of context™ of the first half of the 20th century or part of the formation
Therefore, from the point of view of opposition and definition of the problem of
historical events, this topic is relevant and in demand.

Because the identification of differences in the Soviet-Russian, German and
Polish-Western versions of the Katyn tragedy, the analysis of the results of the
Strashourg process in connection with the death of the Polish military, the study of the
prospects for the influence of the "Katyn" factor on Russian-Polish relations is very
important in determining the problem.

Research materials and methods

The tragic fate of Polish officers in the Soviet Union was an unexplored, closed
question in Soviet historical science. Despite the fact that the works of Polish
researchers abroad on this issue began to appear already in the first post-war years,
Soviet official historiography tried to ignore this issue. After the end of World War 11,
the topic of events in Katyn among Soviet publicists and researchers was not raised. By
tacit agreement of the world community, it was a single approach to events. Because of
this, the attempt to bring it to light or revise it was meaningless and even, to some
extent, dangerous.

The increased interest in this issue appeared due to changes in foreign policy since
the late 80s. And since the 90s, Russian researchers N.S. Lebedeva, I. Tsynman, F.
Grofer, Prudnikova E. I.I. Kaliganov and others paid special attention to the Katyn
incident, including N.S. Lebedeva's works have a special place.

The increase in interest in this issue arose due to changes in foreign policy since
the end of the 80s. And since the 90s, Russian researchers A.N.Yakovlev,
N.S.Lebedeva, V.K.Abarinov paid special attention to the Katyn incident, including the
works of N. S. Lebedeva [1]. Since then, the number of publications of research and
collections of documents has increased significantly, and a number of collections of
documents have been published [2].

The researchers considered this issue critically, work was carried out with archival
documents that were previously inaccessible. As a result of scientific and political
processes, by 2010 the official Russian version of the events of the Katyn massacre was
formed. In parallel with the change of version, the works of Yu.l.Mukhin, V.N.Swede
and many other researchers were published in support of the Soviet developments. They
suggested that the versions of the story were not fully developed, it needed political
overtones. The opinions and views of these researchers served as a scientific and
methodological basis for the analysis of the Katyn scourge.

The analysis of the problem in the article was used to identify common and
distinctive features through the historical - systematic method. The historical and
genetic method of determining the range of issues discussed in relation to the Katyn
tragedy was believed. A historical and comparative method was used, which made it
possible to compare the estimates of Russian and foreign researchers in different
periods;

Research results
In World War 11, all warring countries took as a basis the Geneva Convention of
1929 "on the detention of prisoners of war" on the issue of prisoners of war. Under this
convention, prisoners of war are under the power of the government of the Captive
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State. This principle, firstly, prevents the abuse of prisoners of war by individual
military groups and persons, secondly, sets certain international legal tasks for the
protection of prisoners before the governments of the Warring States, and thirdly, gives
the governments of the warring countries the opportunity to bring charges against each
other for violating the rules for the protection of prisoners of war. The convention
specified all the rights of military men in the period from the moment of their capture to
repatriation, and established in full the duties of the governments of the captive States.
According to the convention: prisoners are registered and their lists are transferred to
Switzerland as a protectorate state; prisoner camps are checked by representatives of the
Red Cross; the amount of food provided to prisoners must be in the amount provided to
the rear military units of the captive country; prisoners have the right to receive parcels
from their country and receive food, vitamins, medicines from the Red Cross, and file a
statement about the difficult situation in the camp. According to the convention, the
observance of the rights of prisoners of warring countries should be monitored by the
governments of neutral countries. In cases not specified in the convention, civilians and
captured troops of warring countries must be protected by the provisions of
international law based on the human customs and law established among civilized
peoples [1,p.28]. The Soviet Union did not join this agreement, which was approved by
47 states. The consequences of the Soviet government's non-recognition of the Geneva
Convention, which established the international legal status of prisoners of war, were
clearly reflected in the fate of the Polish prisoners of war captured in 1939.

On September 1,1939, German fascist invaders invade the territory of independent
Poland. In a few days, Britain and France will declare war on Germany, but will not
take any serious action. At this time, the Soviet government, seeing a staunch opponent
from the poles, orders the Red Army to infiltrate Polish lands. On September 15, by
Order No. 01, an order is issued to seize and destroy the Armed Forces of Poland. On
September 17, The Red Army enters the lands of eastern Poland. Thus, without
declaring war, the Soviet government invades Polish lands in violation of the peace
treaty of 1921, the non-aggression treaty of 1932. The Soviet side explained this action
as the need to protect Ukrainians and Belarusians living in this region. The occupation
of Poland involves the Ukrainian, Belarusian fronts, the Minsk Group, the Bobruisk
group, the Eastern Army Group, and the Southern Group. During 15 days of military
action, the Red Army captures a territory with a population of 12 million people,
157,000 Polish soldiers[2,p.97].

As soon as the red troops crossed the border with Poland, orders began to be
issued regarding prisoners of war. On September 19, 1939, the people's commissar of
Defense of the USSR K.E.Voroshilov issued Order No. 0308 to send all prisoners of
war to the Special Department of the people's Commissariat of internal affairs. By
order, Ostashkov, Yukhnov, Kozelsk, Putivl, Kozelshansk, Starobelsk, Yuzhsk, Oransk
camps for prisoners of war were created. According to the International Convention, a
prisoner of war is not considered an enemy of the government or other political groups
of the captive country, the prisoner of war does not have to be at all related to the
domestic policy of the country that captured him, therefore, in other countries, prisoners
of war were dealt with by military institutions, and in the Soviet Union, prisoners of war
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were transferred to the jurisdiction of the people's Commissariat of internal
affairs[3,p.124].

On the occupied territory, the NKVD of the USSR Forms 8 camps for captive
poles. In the instruction of December 29, 1939 "on the work of places for receiving
prisoners of war", Officers, government officials, police gendarmes and "members of
counter-revolutionary organizations” were ordered to be placed in separate camps. The
bulk of the officers were stationed in the Starobelsk, Ostashkov, Kozelsk camps. In
November 1939, there were 4,727 prisoners in the Kozelsk camp, including 1 Admiral —
Xaveriy Chernetsky, 4 generals (B. Bogaterevich, H.Minkevich, M.Smoravinsky,
E.Volkovitsky), there were 24 colonels, 79 lieutenant colonels, 258 majors, 654
captains, 17 Navy captains, 3420 officers of other formations, 7 chaplains. Among them
were 21 employees of higher educational institutions, 300 doctors, engineers, law
enforcement officers, teachers, 200 pilot officers who were drafted into the army on the
eve of the war. In Starobelsk, 8 generals (L.Billevich, S.Galler, A.Kovalevsky,
K.Lukovsky, F.Sikorsky, K.Pli-sovsky, L.Skersky, P.Skuratovich), there were 55
colonels, 127 lieutenant colonels, 316 majors, 846 captains, 2529 officers of other
formations, 18 chaplains, 1 police colonel, 1 military educational institution employee,
600 pilot officers, many chaplains, more than 10 higher educational institution
employees, hundreds of engineers and teachers. About half of the generals in these two
camps were those who retired from military service due to their age. In the Ostashkov
camp, 5963 prisoners were imprisoned, in it5033 police officers (of which 300 were
police officers, 40 were in the ranks of gendarmes), 41 people were from the border
guard [4, pp.10, 20-21].

During September, about 500 thousand Polish citizens pass through these camps,
and more than half are released. In addition, 130,242 people, including both gendarmes,
officers, policemen and ordinary privates of the Polish Army, are left in camps by the
NKVD. All these were suspected by the Soviet leadership of nationalist and anti-Soviet
propaganda.

In October 1939, the Politburo of the BCP (B) decided to release privates of the
Polish army and transferred about 40 thousand people arrested in Western and central
Poland to the Wehrmacht of the USSR. By the end of the year, about 41,700 people
remain in captivity of the Soviet troops.

Until March 1940, the Soviet leadership would not take any action against the
prisoners, and only on March 3, L.Beria would begin to consider shooting events in
relation to the Polish contingent.

In March 1940, L.Beria's letter to I.Stalin provided the following information on
the number of Polish officers in these camps:

1) 14,736 Polish military men are detained in the camps of prisoners of war,
including generals, colonels and lieutenant — colonels -295, majors and captains —
2,080, poruchiks, podporuchiks and horunjians — 6,049, officers and junior commanders
of the police, border guard and gendarmerie — 1,030, ordinary police officers,
gendarmes, prison servants and scouts — 5,138, bureaucrats, xendz and osadniks-144;

2) in the prisons of the western regions of Ukraine and Belarus there are 18,632
prisoners, including 1,207 former officers, 5,141 former police Scouts and gendarmes,
347 spies and spoilers, 465 former landowners, factory workers and bureaucrats, 5,345
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members of various counter — revolutionary and insurgent organizations, 6,127
fugitives.

Calling these, Beria reported to Stalin that the NKVD considered them
"uncompromising, irreparable enemies" of the Soviet authorities and intended to
specifically consider the issue of granting them the most severe punishment — the death
penalty. On March 5, 1940, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the CPSU
decided to execute 14,700 Polish prisoners of war from this mentioned first group, and
11,000 from the second [5,p.130].

The Politburo of the Central Committee of the CPSU(b) accepted his proposal:

"...for the consideration of cases in a special order, the highest type of punishment
is applied against them — the death penalty. Consideration of cases without summoning
prisoners and announcing charges, a resolution on the completion of the investigation
and an indictment. ...consideration of cases and decision-making should be entrusted to
three comrades V. E. Merkulov, B. Kobulov and Bashtakov (head of the 1st Special
Department of the NKVD of the USSR)" [6,p.97].

By the end of March, poyalk prisoners of war in the Starobelsk (4 thousand),
Kozelsk (5 thousand), Ostashkovsk (4.7 thousand) camps, as well as working on road
construction (18 thousand) and in the Krivoy Rog Basin (10 thousand) will be sent to
the shooting sites — to the Katyn Forest and some camps and prisons in western Belarus
and western Ukraine. Most were named near the Starobelsky and ostashkovsky camps.

Polish officers and gendarmes are brought to the shooting sites in echelons loaded
with 350-400 people. The order of shooting at each shooting range could be different
from each other: for example, in the Katyn Forest, prisoners were tied up, brought to a
pre-dug trench and shot in the back of the head. When fired, they fired only with
German cartridges, which is why for a long time it seemed that the Soviet side had
nothing to do with this tragedy. 21,857 people became victims of these shootings. The
Soviet leadership shoots half of the prisoners in an anti-Soviet mood[7,p.114].

And the other half of the pro-Bolshevik views are brought to Moscow prisons in
the fall of 1940, from there they are taken to dachas near Moscow, where the leaders of
the Katyn massacre V. Merkulov and L. Beria come to them. The goals of the arrival
were to create a Polish Red Army to fight the German invaders.

Soviet officers appointed to establish the connection between the two sides in the
creation of the Polish Army spread speculation that Polish prisoners from these three
camps were released from custody and returned to Poland in 1940. General Vladyslav
Anders, the commander-in-chief of the Polish army, which was being formed on Soviet
soil, instructed one of the 79 surviving prisoners in the Starobelsk camp, rotmister
Yuzef Chapsky, who was released from the Gryazovetsk camp, to collect data on the
missing officers in these camps. At the same time, General Anders and the Polish
ambassador to the Soviet Union Stanislav Kot tried to determine the fate of Polish
officers at meetings with Soviet leaders. On November 14, 1941, when S. Kot was at
the reception of 1. V. Stalin, the head of the Soviet Union said that all Polish citizens
were completely released from custody. The Polish government in London also
regularly asked the Soviet government about the fate of Polish officers. On July 27,
1942, the Polish government handed over to the Soviet government a note on the search
for 8,000 officers[8,p.123]. In the response of the Soviet government, which was given
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a long delay, there was a vague allegation that Polish prisoners of war could hide in
their homeland or abroad, and die on the way. Thus, the Soviet authorities were
constantly distracted from direct answers.

After the capture of Smolensk by the Germans, in February-March 1943, the
Germans carried out exca ations at this place and found places where Polish officers
were buried in droves. On April 11, representatives of local Poles visited the excavation
site and saw with their own eyes the corpses of their compatriots.

This causes different views and demands from Russia, Germany, and Poland at
that time. The German side accused it of the bloody policy of the Soviet Union and
formed its own version of the incident. Radio Moscow broadcast a report accusing the
Germans of mass killings of Polish officers. The leadership of the Soviet Union did not
recognize the fact of the shooting of Polish officers in the spring of 1940. According to
the official version, the German side claims that in 1943 it was used for propaganda
purposes against the Soviet Union in order to prevent the surrender of German soldiers
and to attract the nations of Western Europe to participate in the war.

The new head of the Polish government, Mikolajczyk, did not want to escalate the
diplomatic conflict.

This gives rise to various views and claims on the part of the Rsei, Gemrania,
Poland in the same period. The German side accused this of a bloody policy of the
Soviet country, and Radio Moscow gave a message accusing it of the Germans
themselves who massacred Polish officers. Therefore The Polish newspaper " Dziennik
Polski "said:" This monstrous accusation is probably another lie of German propaganda
aimed at destroying Polish-Russian relations. On the other hand, the fate of Polish
officers who were in the Kozelsk and Starobelsk prisoner of war camps is still
unknown, and it causes great concern in the Polish community," he wrote [9,p.223].

The British and US governments wanted Soviet-Polish relations not to be strained
in order to preserve the anti-Hitler alliance. British Foreign Minister A. Eden met with
W. Sikorski and talked about the non-volatile Soviet-Polish relations. V. Sikorski
promised not to make persistent demands on the International Red Cross to check the
Katyn issue. On April 25, W. Churchill wrote a letter to Stalin, in which he reported a
conversation with V. Sikorski, warned that the purpose of German propaganda was to
build fire between the allies and asked not to break relations with Poland. However, the
Soviet leaders had no intention of stopping at this. On April 25, 1943, the people's
commissar of foreign affairs of the USSR V.M. Molotov handed over a note from the
Soviet government to the ambassador of Poland. The note assessed all that was
happening regarding the Katyn issue as a false slander directed against the Soviet
Union, accused the Polish government of compromising with Germany because through
this false defamation campaign it wanted to force the Soviet government to grant land at
the expense of the interests of Soviet Ukraine, Soviet Belarus and Soviet Lithuania. At
the end of the note, it was stated that the Soviet Union would break diplomatic relations
with Poland [10,p.325].

The leaders of Poland tried not to inflame the conflict with the militant ally. Thus,
the Katyn problem is closed.

Neither the exposure of the personality cult of Stalin, nor the "thaw" during the
reign of N.S.Khrushchev influenced the disclosure of the Katyn secret. On March 9,
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1965, the head of the State Securlty Committee A. Shelepm reported to N. S.
Khrushchev that "the entire operation to eliminate the eyes of Polish officers was
carried out on the basis of a resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU of March
5, 1940. All of them were sentenced to the most severe punishment on the basis of
registration cases opened in 1939 as prisoners of war and those who lost their will.
Since the time of this operation, that is, since 1940, 21,857 cases have been stored in a
firmly fixed room, and no one has been given certificates on these cases,"he claims.
Especially important documents on this case were placed in folder No. 1 and transferred
to special storage. Each new head of state and party, after familiarizing himself with
these documents, put them in a glued bag, put the signature of the responsible person
and hid them. Since December 24, 1991, these documents have been under the heading
"special folder”, "do not open without the permission of the Office of the president of
the USSR. Let the definitions not be given™ [11, p.138]. Consequently, as the leaders of
the USSR changed, each new leader learned the secret of Katyn.

And in Polish memory, this tragedy serves as an attempt to destroy the Polish
elite. Most of the officers who died in Katyn had higher education, in fact they were the
elite of their country. Polish emigrants in Western countries never forgot the Katyn
problem. On July 14, 1987, several Polish organizations in Switzerland, on behalf of the
Polish diaspora, M.S. He wrote a letter to Gorbachev about the need to determine the
fate of the Polish officers killed in the Katyn Forest [12,p.82]. In 1985, after the meeting
of the Advisory Committee of the Warsaw Treaty Organization, V. Yaruzelsky and
M.S. Gorbachev's meeting was held. Members of the Commission established in 1988
are Soviet scientists professors Ya. Matsishevskyi, Ch. Madajchik, R. Nazarevich and
M. After Wojciechowski submitted a document proving that Polish officers were killed
by the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs of the USSR, and it was published in
Poland in 1989, the Katyn issue began to rise again.

The investigation into the graves, which began in 1990, was stopped by the
Strasjurg court in 2004. The order to terminate the investigation was considered
confidential and so far neither the text of the court nor the materials of the investigation
have been available to applicants.

In 1994, Poland signed agreements with the Ukrainian and Russian authorities
regarding the construction of Polish military cemeteries. Military cemeteries are located
in such regions as Katyn, Mednoye, Kharkov and bykovnya (Ukraine). The Polish
military cemetery in Katyn was opened on July 28, 2000 (about 4,400 victims of the
Kozelsk camp); the cemetery for victims of totalitarianism in Kharkov was opened on
June 17, 2000 (about 3,800 victims of the camp in the Starobelsky camp and about 500
unidentified victims); the Polish military cemetery in Mednoye was opened on
September 2, 2000 (about 6,300 victims of the Ostashkov camp); The Polish military
cemetery in bykovna was opened on September 21, 2012 (Polish citizens in 1992)
[13,p.219].

Thus, the question of the Katyn tragedy remains an unresolved issue for the Polish
side and continues to exacerbate Russian-Polish relations, despite the fact that their
compatriots opened cemeteries at the place of their deaths. If the Russian side
approaches this issue from its own position, then the poles and Germans have their own,
and these positions contradict each other. Therefore, this issue needs a comprehensive
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discussion and solution so that the mistakes of the past do not affect the fruitful, friendly
relations between today's countries.
Conclusion

In addition to the unfinished status of its research history, the Katyn shooting is a
part of the Russian-Polish confrontation, the political life of Poland, despite the fact that
it was a post-war event.

There are Polish-western, German and Russian versions of the Katyn kasiret.
Summing up the results by comparing the three options, we can see that there is a strong
political background in all respects. The German command unilaterally used the killed
Poles as a propaganda tool, the Soviet leadership, in turn, could not allow the
recognition of the German point of view, since this version, "promoted” by Goebbels,
undermined the reputation of the USSR. The allies, in turn, did not mind the presence of
some negative compromises in the event of possible future disagreements with the
Soviet Union. The poles, given the complexity of Russian-Polish relations, were ready
to believe anything, and most importantly, the Soviet Union was to blame. In general,
we come to the conclusion that it is too early to stop studying the Katyn tragedy. We
hope that over time, the lost facts will be revealed, the necessary documents will be
opened and new evidence will be found. In addition, for an objective investigation, the
political component must be eliminated, the parties must be objective. We believe that
each country will win its position from a historical point of view, and this event will
receive a true assessment in the history of Russian-Polish relations.
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Kypacosa A.lll,, bynatos U.A.
KATBIHb KACIPETIHIH TAPUXbI

Anparna. EKiHII JTYHUEXKY3UIIK COFBICTHIH TAapUXBIHIA OPBIH alaThlH CasiCh
Macenenep ete ke, coHbIH 0ipi - Katsiap kaciperi. On XX FacbIparsl sKarmail KbIpFbIHHBIH
Oipi periHae TapuxTa OpbiH anbl. OchFaH Opail MakKaiaja eKiHII TYHUEXY3UTIK COFbICTBIH
Oacrarka Ke3eHIHIE OpbIH alFaH TOJISIK SCKEepUJIepiHe KaThICThI OoJFaH Kaciperti Karein
OKUFaChbIHBIH TapUXbl OasHmanmanael. Makamaga OKUFa TapuXbl MEH OFaH KaTBbICTHI
MEMJICKETTEpIiH YCTaHbIMApbIHA, KaTblHb KBIPFBIHBIHBIH TAPUXU EPEKIIENTIKTepl MeH
MaHpI3blHA TaJlaMa kacajaapl. Makana KaHaIIbUIAbEBl FBUIBIMU 3E€PTTEYJIEPre CYHEHE
OThIpbIN KaTbIHb TapuxblHA KATHICTHI HYCKAIAPFa TaJl/ay jKacay.

KinT ce3nep: Karwmn; corbic; KacipeT; odurep; TyTkbiH; KCPO; HKB/I; koHBeHIS;
Ke3bun Kpect; CtpacOypr coTsl.

Kypacosa A.lll,, bynatos U.A.
HCTOPUS KATBIHBCKOM TPAT'EJITUA

AnHoTtanusa. B ucropun Bropoit MHpOBON BOWHBI HMEET MECTO MHOKECTBO
IMOJIUTUYECKUX Hp06neM, OJHOM M3 KOTOphIX siBisiercss KarteiHckas tpareaus. OHO
BOIIUIO B HCTOPHMIO KaK OJHO M3 MaccoBBIX yomiictB XX Beka. B maHHOW cTaTthe
OMUCBIBACTCA UHCTOPUA TParudcCKoro KatbiaCcKOTO HHIOUJCHTA, HOPOU30LICAIICTIO B
Hayasle BTOpoil MHMpOBOM BOMHBI B pPAMKax IIOJUTHYECKOTO PEIPECCUPOBAHUSA U
MOAAaBJICHUS MOJIbCKOI'0 COMPOTHUBIICHUS. B cratne AHAIIU3UPYCTCA UCTOPUA COGBITI/IH u
HNO3UIHUH TIOCyAapCTB OTHOCHUTCIBHO HETO, HMCTOPHYCCKHUC 0CO6€HHOCTI/I U 3HAUYCHUC
Karteiackoro paccrpena. HoBH3Ha cTaThbM 3aKiIIOUAETCsl B AQHAINM3€ LIMPOKOrO Kpyra
HAaYYHBIX UCCIICAOBAHUA U PA3JIMYHBIX BCDCHfI, CBsA3aHHBIX C HCTOpHCfI Kartean.

KaroueBbie cinoBa: Kareiap, BoiiHa; Tparemus; oduiep; 3akmtoueHHbiii; CCCP;
HKB/I; xonBennus; Kpacusiit Kpect; CtpacOyprekwii cy.
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