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MULTILINGUAL EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

Annotation. The article is devoted to the actual problems of multilingualism, multilingual
education in the conditions of a multicultural tolerant environment and the mechanism of training
multilingual personnel in modern Kazakhstan. Currently, the priority direction in the socio-
economic development of the Republic of Kazakhstan is the development of three languages by
Kazakhstan people. In this regard, Kazakhstan is completely modernizing the education system and
introducing a policy of trilingualism in the educational process. Along with this, the main directions
of the trilingualism policy are analyzed and data on its implementation in practice are provided. The
years of development of sovereign Kazakhstan show that multilingualism in society not only does
not infringe on the rights and dignity of the Kazakh language, but also creates the necessary
conditions for its development and progress. The article also discusses the concepts of language
acquisition by modern youth, the manifestation of these concepts in other countries. The results of
the study are based on sociolinguistic data that were conducted in all regions of the country.
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Introduction
In the modern world, there is no country in which all citizens would speak only one
language. Anyone who knows several languages well feels comfortable in a globalized world, a
colossal information flow is available to him. This expands the possibilities in study and work. That
is why multilingualism in Kazakhstan was initially considered as a communicative adaptation of
citizens. Trilingual education in Kazakhstan is the call of the times. The idea of its implementation
is connected with the expansion of knowledge and skills, as well as the development of mutual
understanding between people, which cannot be achieved without knowledge of languages. The
project was first discussed in 2006, and until the end of last year, its implementation was carried out
in accordance with the Roadmap for the Development of Trilingual Education for 2015-2020.
Like any new idea, multilingualism in Kazakhstan immediately gained supporters and

opponents, who identified its advantages and disadvantages.

Part of the population regarded the proposed language policy as a good idea that opens up
prospects for young people:

¢ Kazakhs who will be fluent in their native, English and Russian languages will increase their
competitiveness in the global labor market.

e At the same time, the centuries-old cultural tradition of the people associated with the
development of the Kazakh language will be preserved and strengthened.

In addition, the study of foreign languages in general has a positive impact on the
development of the intellect and mental abilities of a person. For example, the authors
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O.M. Kochkina and M. V. Voronova report a change in the structure of abilities during intensive
teaching of foreign languages.

What are the disadvantages of multilingualism in schools for Kazakhstan?

Other Kazakhs have linked multilingualism to a threat to the country's cultural integrity.
People expressed fears that teaching in a foreign language will result in a decrease in the importance
of native speech. All this, in their opinion, can lead to the loss of national identity. In addition, a
number of doubts were expressed regarding the organization and results of such training, namely:

e Perhaps a student who simultaneously learns several languages will not be able to clearly
express his thoughts in any of them.

e Even if the children cope with the increased learning volumes, there are fears that, having
studied the subject in English, they will not be able to correctly explain it in Kazakh.

oIt can be difficult for teachers to keep up with the workload, especially given the acute
shortage of qualified staff. The question arose whether teachers would be able to explain difficult
topics to children in English.

Increasing requirements for teachers was seen as one of the greatest challenges. However, it
is already possible to get acquainted with the results of the implementation of the program, which
indicate a positive experience. In addition to unequivocal supporters and opponents of this project,
there were those who supported it, but with certain reservations. At first, many organizational issues
were incomprehensible, but over time they became clear.

Many Kazakhs agree with the importance of the English language, but do not think that it is
necessary to improve its level in this way. They are close to the opinion that at first all citizens
should master the Kazakh and Russian languages well, and then only take on English. Who is right
and who is not - time will judge with which experience will come. However, it can be said with
certainty that the education of Kazakhstan needs to be changed. Multilingualism: language policy
Language is not only a means of communication, but also the soul of the people, the guardian of
traditions and culture. The language policy in Kazakhstan has always been aimed at preserving the
diversity and peaceful coexistence of different languages and their speakers in the country. This is
confirmed by the Law "On Languages in the Republic of Kazakhstan". It states that every language
in the country is a national treasure. First President NursultanNazarbayev has always noted the
importance of education for the development of the country. He believed that all schoolchildren
should learn Kazakh, Russian and English [1].

What is the language policy of trilingualism in Kazakhstan? This topic was discussed for a
long time, as a result of which it was proposed to introduce an education system in schools in three
languages according to the following principles:

e Some disciplines should be taught in the state language, some in Russian and some in

English.

e Purposeful study of the Kazakh language to provide a large number of teaching hours.

The purpose of such a language policy was to integrate the Republic into the world
community. Its implementation was justified by the opportunities for the rise of science, the
economy and the socio-cultural component in the country.

The new trilingual education is now considered as an effective tool for increasing the
competitiveness of Kazakhstanis on the world stage. This reform was included in the Kazakhstan-
2030 program, according to which it is planned that 20% of the population will be able to freely use
English. Why is it necessary to study English? The answers are:

1. It is widely used throughout the progressive world.
2. It is the language of science and technology.
3. It conducts most of the research projects in economics and business.
4. Proficiency in English opens up great prospects for a person.
The Russian language also remained a priority, as many Kazakhs speak it and understand it.
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There is an opinion that Kazakhstan's language policy infringes on native speech. However,
this is not so:

e The concept of trilingual policy in the Republic of Kazakhstan provides for the creation of
conditions for the study of the Kazakh language by other peoples who live in the country.

¢ To this end, it is planned to provide pedagogical and methodological assistance. Qualified
teachers who are fluent in their native language will be involved.

e Technologies are being developed that will allow students to learn the basics of Kazakh in
the shortest possible time.

The improvement of the education system will begin with the management of the
educational process. Education should be creative, active and communicative. The emphasis will be
on a systematic approach to teaching.

When receiving a trilingual education, the student should take a more active part in the
process, and the teacher will become a mentor for him. This form of cooperation will increase the
degree of responsibility of the student, develop his ability to self-learning. The teacher is required to
have a high degree of qualification and good knowledge of the English language.

The threat of social instability arising in anystate due to the unpreparedness of the younger
generation for life in a multicultural environment, served in many cases as an incentive to elevate
multilingual education to the rank of state policy.

Modern research shows that the distributionmultilingualism in the world is a natural process
due to fundamental changes in the economy, politics, culture and education [2].

Purposeful, systematic understanding of the phenomenon of multilingual education began
relatively recently, except for the search for effective methods of teaching foreign languages.
Indeed, the efforts of researchers so far have been mainly focused on the problems of bilingual
education (learning the native language andforeign) as the most common form of multilingual
education. The processes associated with the development of a third language and, moreover, an
even greater number of languages, are the least studied and have become the object of research only
recently - in connection with the plans of the European Commission to legalize trilingual education.

The multilingual education program being introduced in Kazakhstan is unique and implies,
unlike Western counterparts, parallel and simultaneous teaching in three languages.

According to the UNESCO concept, the concept of “multilingual education” implies the use
in education of at least three languages: native, regional or national and international languages. The
use of these languages is “an important factor in the inclusiveness and quality of education” [3].

Language policy and the principle of multilingualism became priority issues during the
creation of the European Union. In 1995, the European Commission published an official report on
education, which set the goal of trilingualism for all European citizens.

The Commission stressed the importance of multilingual communication skills in a single
market in the information age. The problems of multilingualism, education and culture are annually
considered at meetings of the Commission of the European Community since 2007. Moreover, the
European Commissionprovides grants for research on multilingualism using e-learning tools (e.g.
Babylon & Ontology project: "Multilingual and cognitive e-Learning Management system via PDA
phone") [4].

This Concept, considering multilingual education asan effective tool for preparing the young
generation forlife in an interconnected and interdependent world, focuses on in-depth study of the
state Kazakh language in harmonious interaction with teaching Russian and English. Particular
attention is paid to professionally oriented language teaching in order to train specialists,fluent in
three languages, which complies with the Law on the Languages of the Republic of Kazakhstan and
will undoubtedly increase the competitiveness of specialists.

Since 2017, in organizations of general secondary education, individual subjects of the
natural-mathematical cycle (SNC) have been taught in English. Education is conducted taking into
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account the opinions of parents and students, the readiness of teachers, as well as on the basis of the
decision of the pedagogical council of the school.

Since 2018, for the first time, school graduates have been given the opportunity to take tests
in English. In 2021, 351 graduates took the UNT in English. The average score of graduates who
take the UNT in English was 84.8 points. The number of students taking the IELTS and SAT exams
is increasing every year.

Since 2020, domestic digital multilingual educational platforms Bilimland.kz, Kundelik,
Bilim al, Daryn online have been operating, which have content in English.

In the 2021-2022 academic year, 3864 schools are teaching subjects in English, incl. in 2119
rural schools, including 439 schools with full immersion, 3425 schools with partial immersion [5].

In the 2020-2021 academic year, more than 570 teachers passed the certification exams
(IELTS), which is a 39% increase compared to 2018.

Also, 1,000 grants are allocated annually to universities that train teaching staff for the
training of teachers in English in four specialties of the natural and mathematical cycle: Physics,
Computer Science, Chemistry, and Biology.

In the 2020-2021 academic year, 55 universities provided training in educational programs
within the framework of 50:30:20, incl. 9 national universities, 22 state, 1 international, 13 private
and 10 AO universities.

26 universities (of which 4 national, 15 state, 1 international, 6 private) provided training as
part of the training of personnel with higher education in pedagogical groups of educational
programs in English in 4 specialties of the natural science cycle (SNC): "Physics", "Informatics",
"Chemistry", "Biology" [6].

Nowadays the work on a phased transition to trilingual education continues and functions
the State Program for the Development of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan for
2020-2025. The goals of the program are to increase the global competitiveness of Kazakhstani
education and science, to educate and educate the individual on the basis of universal values, to
increase the contribution of science to the socio-economic development of the country, also to
increase the quantity of teachers who have international certificates IELTS or TOEFL.

Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev instructed the Ministry of Education and Science (MES) to study
the global experience of multilingualism and introduce it into Kazakhstani educational
institutions.“Graduates of our schools must be integrated into the Kazakh society, they must be
competitive. And for this, you need to know both the state language and your national language,
and it is desirable to know Russian. In general, the more our children know different languages, the
better for them”, - said Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev at an expanded meeting of the Council of the
Assembly of the People of Kazakhstan.

Also, the president noted that it is not necessary to limit the younger generation to one
language.

“Acting in this way, we actually limit their future development and integration, and in the
end deprive them of the prospects for a prosperous future. Therefore, the MES should carefully
study the experience of multilingualism around the world and transfer it to our national soil”, -
added the president [7].

The comprehensive introduction of multilingual education for a wide range of students in
the Republic, the training of multilingual specialists and the training of multilingual personnel for
the training of future specialists are strategically important tasks that the universities of the Republic
of Kazakhstan Ministry of Education and Science must take on, and they can do so through joint
efforts. The realities of today are such that we, university teachers, actively implement the tasks of
reforming the education system on a daily basis. Therefore, we sincerely hope that our joint active
work will be embodied in a society built by competitive multilingual staff. In our opinion,
multilingualism contributes to the development of a dynamic personality for the future, an increase
in the level of education of citizens, increasing their overall cultural level, and the development.
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YMmuranuena A.
MHOTI'OA3BIYHOE OBPA30BAHUE B PECITYBJIUKE KAZAXCTAH

AHHOTaHHH. Cratbs MOCBAIICHA aKTyaJIbHBIM HpO6JIeMaM MHOI'OA3bIYHMA, ITOJHUA3BIYHOI'O
o0pa3oBaHMsl B YCJIOBUSAX MOJUKYJIBTYPHOM TOJIEPAHTHOM cpeibl M MEXaHHW3Ma IOJTOTOBKU
MOJIMA3BIYHBIX KaJApoB B coBpeMeHHOM Kazaxcrane. B Hacrosiiee BpemsT NpHUOPUTETHBIM
HampaBlICHHEM B COIMAIbHO-3KOHOMHYECKOM pa3BuTuu Pecnybmuku Kazaxcran sBisercs
OCBOGHHUE Ka3aXCTaHIIaMU TpeX s3BIKOB. B cBsi3u ¢ 3TrM KazaxcraH MOTHOCTBIO MOJEPHUZHPYET
cucteMy oOpa3oBaHUs M BHEAPSET MOJUTHKY TPEXbA3bIUMs B 00pa3oBaTenbHbli mpouecc. Hapsany ¢
9TUM, AHAJIM3UPYIOTCS OCHOBHBIC HAIIPABJICHHUA MOJIUTUKH TPCXBA3SBIUUA U MMPUBOAATCA JAHHBIC O
peTBOpeHuu ee Ha nene. ['oapl pa3Butus cyBepeHHoro Ka3zaxcrana mokasbIBaloT, YTO MOJUSA3bIYHME
B OOIIECTBE HE TOJBKO HE YIIEMIISIET TpaBa M JOCTOMHCTBO Ka3aXCKOTO S3bIKa, HO M CO37aeT
HEeoOXOMMBIE YCIIOBUSI Ui €ro pa3BUTUS W Tporpecca. Takke B CTaThbe paccMaTpUBAIOTCA
MOHATHUS 00 OCBOCHHMHU S3bIKOB COBPEMEHHOM MOJIOJEKbIO, O TPOSIBIICHUH TUX MOHATUN B JPYTUX
cTpaHax. Pe3ynbTaThl ucCCleqOBaHUS OCHOBAHbI Ha COLMOJMHIBUCTHUECKUX JAHHBIX, KOTOpHIE
GBIJII/I MPOBCACHBI BO BCCX PCTUOHAX CTPAHBI.

KiroueBble ciaoBa: KazaxcraH; monus3blyvie; MHOTOSA3BIYUE; IMOJUTHKA MHOTOS3bIUNS;
MOJIMTHA TPCXbA3BIUUA, MOJIUAZBIYHOC 06pa30BaHI/IC; MOJIUSI3BIYHBIN 06p330BaTCHBHLIﬁ mponece,
AJIEKTPOHHOE 00yUYEeHHE.

Ymuraauena A.
KA3AKCTAH PECIHYBJIMKACBIHJIAYbI KOIITUUIAI BIJIIM BEPY
Anaarna. by Makana KenTUIIUTIKTIH, KO MOJICHUETTI TOJIEPAHTTHI OpTaia KONTiAl O1LTiM
OepymiH >xoHe Kazipri KasakcTanmarbl KenTUIII KaapiapAbl Aaspiiay MEXaHH3MiHIH ©3€KTi
Macenenepine apHanraH. Kaszipri tanna Kazakcran PecryOnnkachIHBIH QJI€yMETTIK-3KOHOMHKAJIBIK
JaMyBbIHAAFbl OaChIM OarbITTApIbIH Oipi — Ka3aKCTaHIBIKTAPAbIH YII TUIAI MEHIrepyi OOJbBII OTHIp.
Coiikecinnie, Kazakcran 011iM Oepy KYHeCiH TOJIBIFBIMEH XKaHFBIPTY/Ia JKoHE O11iM Oepy IpolieciHe
YIITUIAUTIK  casicaThlH  eHrizyae. Ocbl opaiiga, Makanaja VIOTUIIUTIK —CasCaThIHBIH HeTri3ri
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OarpITTapblHA TaJN/Ay JKAacalbIl, OHBI JKY3€Te achIpy >KYMBICTaphl KOHIHJAEC MOJIIMETTEp Oepiiesi.
Eremen KazakcraHHBIH 1aMy KbUIIaphl KOFaMAa KONTUIIUTIK Ka3aK TUTIHIH KYKBIKTapbhl MEH KaJip-
KacHeTiHE HYKCaH KENTIpinm KaHa KoWMai, OHBIH JaMybl MEH UITepiieyl YIIiH KaXeTTI Karaan
TYFBI3aTBIHBIH  KepceTin  oTblp. CoHbIMEH Oipre Kasipri TaHAarbl KacTapAblH TiIAEpAi
MEHrepyJepine OaiIaHbICThI TYCIHIKTEP1, OCHI YFRIMIAPIBIH OacKa Ja enjep/e Kajnai KepiHic oepin
KATKaHbl aMTbUIa[bl. 3epTTEy HOTIIKENEPl QJIEYyMETTIK-JIMHTBUCTUKAJIBIK JEpEeKTepre Herizaene
OTBIPBIIL, €J/11H OapIIbIK OHIpIEPiHIE KYPTi3UITeH.

Kint ce3nep: Kaszakcran; KOCTULAUIK; KONTUIAUTIK, YINTUIUNK cascaThl; KOMTUIILIIK
casicaThl; KONTUIIl OiniM Oepy; KenTiiai 6iniM 6epy mporeci; HIEKTPOHBIK OKBITY.
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